LISTENING TO YOUR CHILD READ ALOUD

The support of your attention and praise is absolutely crucial to your child's
continuing efforts to learn to read.

If your child is learning to read and asks for a word, give it immediately so
that the meaning of the story is not interrupted. DO NOT ask your child to
sound out the word.

On the other hand, if your child initiates the act of sounding out, don't
intervene.

If your child is reading along and makes what is called a miscue, listen for
the sense of the miscue. If the word "road" is substituted for the word
"street,"” for instance, no meaning is lost. Don't stop the reading for a
correction.

If the miscue makes no sense (for example, "horse" for "house"), ask your
child to reread the sentence because you're not sure you understand
what's just been read.

Above all else, enjoy your child's growing command of print and make
sure you give lots of praise. You are your child's first teacher -- and the
most important one. Praise from you is critical for further risk-taking and
learning.
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